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PRESS RELEASE

On Monday, 15 January, a press briefing on the launch of the Belgian Presidency of
the Council of the EU took place at the headquarters of the European Commission
Representation in Romania.

Their Excellencies, Mr. John Cornet d’Elzius, Ambassador of the Kingdom of Belgium,
Mrs. Luminita Odobescu, Minister of Foreign Affairs, and Mrs. Ramona Chiriac, Head
of the European Commission Representation in Romania participated in the event.

Starting 1 January 2024, during the first semester, Belgium holds the rotating
Presidency of the Council of the EU, for the 13th time, at a difficult moment, when the
European Union is dealing with the consequences of the Russian aggression in
Ukraine, of the pandemic, of the energy crisis, of disinformation, of extreme climate,
and of a renewed conflict in the Middle East.

Under the motto "Protect. Strengthen. Prepare’, this presidency will focus on six
thematic areas:

« defending rule of law, democracy, and unity
« strengthening our competitiveness

e pursuing a green and just transition

« reinforcing our social and health agenda

« protecting people and borders

« promoting a global Europe

Ambassador John Cornet d’Elzius reaffirmed Belgium’s support for the full accession
of Romania and Bulgaria to the Schengen Area, support for a multidimensional
assistance to Ukraine, and support for the candidate states in their efforts to join the
European Union, while preparing the EU’s policies, resources and decision-making
structures for future accessions.

In the closing remarks of the presentation, the Ambassador also stated that "The
Belgian Presidency will act as an honest broker to forge compromises for the sake of
a stronger and more united Europe."
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COMUNICAT DE PRESA

in data de 15 ianuarie, la sediul Reprezentantei Comisiei Europene in Romania, a avut
loc conferinta de lansare a Presedintiei belgiene a Consiliului Uniunii Europene.

La eveniment au participat E.S. Domnul John Cornet d'Elzius, Ambasadorul Regatului
Belgiei la Bucuresti, E.S. Doamna Luminita Odobescu, Ministrul Afacerilor Externe si
E.S. Doamna Ramona Chiriac, Sefa Reprezentantei Comisiei Europene in Romania.

Incepand cu 1 ianuarie a.c., timp de un semestru, Belgia detine presedintia prin rotatie
a Consiliului pentru a 13-a oarg, intr-un context dificil, in care Uniunea Europeana se
confrunta cu multiplele consecinte provocate de agresiunea Rusiei impotriva Ucrainei,
de pandemie, de criza energeticd, de dezinformare, de fenomene climatice extreme si
de reizbucnirea unui conflict in Orientul Mijlociu.

Sub mottoul ,Protejam. Consolidam. Pregatim”, aceasta presedintie se concentreaza
pe sase domenii tematice:

o apdrarea statului de drept, a democratiei si a unitatii
« consolidarea competitivitatii noastre

o asigurarea unei tranzitii verzi si juste

« consolidarea agendei noastre sociale si de sanatate
« protejarea oamenilor si a frontierelor

e promovarea unei Europe in context global

Ambasadorul John Cornet d’Elzius, a reiterat, de asemenea, sustinerea Belgiei pentru
aderarea deplind a Romaniei si Bulgariei la spatiul Schengen, sprijinul ferm privind
ajutorul multidimensional pentru Ucraina, angajamentul de a sustine statele candidate
in eforturile lor de a se alatura Uniunii Europene si, totodata, angajamentul de a pregati
politicile, resursele si structurile decizionale UE in contextul viitoarelor extinderi.

in incheierea prezentarii, Ambasadorul Belgiei a reamintit ca ,Presedintia belgiana va
actiona ca un mediator pentru a se ajunge la compromisuri in numele unei Europe mai
puternice si mai unite.”
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